WHAT IS COPCEL?

COPCEL stands for Conflict Prevention in Cambodian Elections. It is a unique
Cambodian-initiated and owned mechanism, managed by the Cambodia
Development Resource Institute (CDRI), with Mr. Ok SEREI Sopheak as its facilitator.

Established in mid-1999, COPCEL provides open and neutral forums for the discussion of
election-related issues. Its primary objective is to prevent conflict, violence and
misunderstanding in elections by building trust and encouraging a culture of dialogue.
Through COPCEL, CDRI facilitates forums in which
election participants can work together in a friendly,
open and neutral environment to address their
election concerns and agree on common grounds
for settling differences. In a modest way, COPCEL
contributes to building free and fair elections, a
crucial precondition for democracy and respect for
human rights to grow.

COPCEL Phase |, which lasted from August 1999

until September 2003, dealt with the 2002 |
commune council elections and 2003 national -
elections. It convened 50 monthly meetings with support from the Asia Foundation. More than 100 representatives from
the government, the National Election Committee (NEC), election-monitoring NGOs, security services, women’s
organisations and political parties participated in the meetings. The minutes of each meeting were sent to the King, all
members of the Senate, National Assembly, Constitutional Council and NEC, the Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Ministers, all
ministers involved in the conduct of elections, all provincial governors and deputy governors, foreign embassies and other
international and civil society organisations. Surveys and consultations in late 2004 and early 2005 with participants of
COPCEL Phase | confirmed the effectiveness and constructive role of COPCEL, and strongly recommended its renewal.

COPCEL Phase Il, which began in June 2005, will deal with the 2006 Senate elections, 2007 commune council elections
and 2008 national elections. With financial support from the United Nations Development Programme, COPCEL Phase |l
will run for three years following its launching conference in Phnom Penh on 14 July 2005. Having learned from the
experience of Phase |, and taking into consideration Cambodia’s changing social and political circumstances, COPCEL
Phase Il is designed around six structures:

1. Launching Conference, 14 July 2005.

2. COPCEL Core Meeting (COPCELCOM), monthly, with about 15 election experts.

3. COPCEL Enlarged Meeting (COPCELEM), quarterly, with about 50 participants.

4. COPCEL Provincial Meeting (COPCELPROM), at least 46 meetings in all 24 provinces/municipalities
during the next three years.

5. COPCEL Media (COPCELMED), using print

and electronic media to discuss issues.
6. Closing Conference, at the conclusion of
the process.

COPCEL is an important expression of CDRI's
commitment to working in partnership with other
Cambodian institutions and organisations to
deepen democratic governance in Cambodia.

COPCEL-I FLYER, July 2005

Cambodia Development Resource Institute
56, Street 315, Tuol Kork,

PO Box 622 Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Tel: (855-23) 881-384/881-701/881-916
Fax: (855-23) 880-734

COPCEL Phase Il is financially supported by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
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