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A Survey of
Trade Research Capacity Building Needs of Research Institutions

in Asia-Pacific

The objective of this survey is to identify the capacity building needs of research institutions in least developed and low-income developing countries in the Asia-Pacific region in the area of international trade research. Responses will assist the Asia-Pacific Research and Training Network on Trade (ARTNeT), an open network initiative of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), to develop additional services and activities for the benefit of trade research institutions in the region, to ensure that they have the capacity to conduct high-quality policy-relevant research studies on international trade issues (for more information on ARTNeT, please visit: http://www.unescap.org/tid/artnet.asp)

Who should complete the questionnaire? The questionnaire should preferably be completed by the Director of the research institution, or a senior staff with extensive knowledge and a comprehensive view of the institution (e.g., research director; department head responsible for trade and or economic research). The time required for completion is estimated at 15-20 minutes.

Confidentiality: This survey is administered by the Cambodia Development Resource Institute (CDRI, http://www.cdri.org.kh/), under contract with UNESCAP. Your responses to the questionnaire are confidential. They will be used only by CDRI to compile aggregate survey results to assist in the preparation of an ARTNeT study entitled Trade Research Institutions in Asia-Pacific: Capacity Building Needs in Developing Countries.

Please return completed questionnaire to: Dr. K. Murshid, Research Director, Cambodia Development Resource Institute [Email: murshid@cdri.forum.org.kh, Fax: (855-23) 880-734] or/and to Dr. Yann Duval, Economic Affairs Officer, Trade and Investment Division, UNESCAP [Email: duvaly@un.org; Fax: (66-2) 288 1027].

Please do not hesitate to contact CDRI or UNESCAP if you have any question.

Thank you for your cooperation.

PLEASE HIGHLIGHT OR TICK ANSWERS THAT ARE APPLICABLE.
SECTION 1: Existing Trade Research Capacity and Policy Linkages

1. What percentage of the research produced by your institution focuses on trade issues?

a. 10% or less
b. 10-25%
c. 25-50%
d. 50-75%
e. More than 75%

2. What is the focus of your on-going trade research, if any? (please select more than one answer when applicable)
a. Export competitiveness


b. Regional trade arrangements (RTAs)

c. WTO negotiations/accession

d. Agricultural trade

e. Trade in services


f. Trade and investment (including FDI)

g. Trade facilitation and regulations
h. Trade and poverty

i. Trade and environment


j. Other (please specify): ___

3. Please indicate the extent to which you agree with each of the following statements: (please indicate your choice with an X in one of the four categories for each statement)
	
	strongly agree
	agree
	disagree
	strongly disagree

	a. My institution is a leading policy research institution in the country where it is located
	
	
	
	

	b. My institution is a leading trade policy research institution in the country where it is located
	
	
	
	

	c. My institution is a leading trade policy research institution in Asia-Pacific
	
	
	
	

	d. Trade policy makers and advisors regularly use trade research studies and other publications produced by my institution
	
	
	
	

	e. Senior managers and/or researchers have regular interactions with trade policy makers
	
	
	
	

	f. Staffs of my institution are regularly invited to participate in trade policy-related task forces setup by the government
	
	
	
	

	g. Researchers of my institution regularly publish trade-related articles in regional or international peer-reviewed journals
	
	
	
	

	h. Board or steering group members of my institution include senior trade officials
	
	
	
	


4. How many research staff does your institution employ (in full-time equivalent)?



___ full-time equivalent research staff

5. Of those, how many are specialized in or dedicated to trade research (in full-time equivalent)?

___ full-time equivalent trade researchers

6. Please specify the average level of education of the researchers conducting trade research in your institution (select one only)

a. Mostly Bachelor level

b. Bachelor to Master level

c. Mostly Master level


d. Master to PhD level

e. Mostly PhD level


f. Other (please specify): ___

7. Please specify the average level of trade research experience of researchers conducting trade research in your institution (select one only)

a. less than 2 years experience

b. 2 to 5 years experience

c. 5 to 10 years experience


d. More than 10 years experience

8. On average, how many trade-related papers and book chapters does your institution produce annually?

___ trade-related papers / book chapters

9. How would you rate the ability and skills of trade researchers in your institution at this time? (Please indicate your choice with an X in one of the 5 categories for each of the skills)
	
	Very

Weak
	Weak
	Moderate
	Strong
	Very

Strong

	a. Quantitative analytical skills
	
	
	
	
	

	b. Qualitative analytical skills
	
	
	
	
	

	c. Research proposals writing skills
	
	
	
	
	

	d. Policy briefs writing skills
	
	
	
	
	

	e. Knowledge of CGE and other trade modeling and simulation methods
	
	
	
	
	

	f. Knowledge of national and international trade issues
	
	
	
	
	

	g. Other (please specify): __
	
	
	
	
	


10. What type of trade-related services, if any, does your  institution provide to policy makers and government? (please select all that apply)
a. Trade research studies


b. Trade policy dialogues/Forum

c. Fact-finding and surveys

d. Training on trade-related issues

e. Policy briefs



f. Other (please specify): ___

11. Do you think trade policy makers in your country need further trade research from your institution?

a. No need

b. Limited need

c. Some need

d. Strong need
SECTION 2: Impediments to Trade Research and Capacity Building Needs

12. What are the main impediments faced by your institution in conducting international trade research of relevance to policy makers? (Please rank the five main impediments in order of importance, 1: most important impediment; 5: least important)

Rank

a. Lack of funding opportunities to conduct trade research

___

b. Lack of access to trade literature



 
___

c. Lack of access to trade data





___

d. Limited availability of relevant IT hardware and software

___

e. Limited links with government and policy makers


___

f. Lack of links with trade research institutions in other countries
___

g. Lack of skilled human resources




___

h. Lack of awareness of important trade issues



___

i. Other (please specify): ___





___

13. Does your institution need to build its capacity in the area of trade research?

a. Yes (please go to question No. 15)

b. No (please go to question No. 14)
14. If No, why not?  (please go to Section 3 after answering this question)
a. Because it already has sufficient capacity

b. Because it is not an area of interest to us

c. Because it is not an area of interest to our main clients or government

d. Because other research institutions in the country already conduct trade research

e. Other (please specify): ___

15. If Yes, which of the following capacities would your institution need to further develop (Please indicate your choice with an X in one of the four categories for each capacity)

	
	No need
	Limited Need
	Some Need
	Strong need

	a. Quantitative trade research capacity
	
	
	
	

	b. Qualitative trade research capacity
	
	
	
	

	c. Trade research proposals writing capacity
	
	
	
	

	d. Trade policy paper/brief writing capacity
	
	
	
	

	e. Other (please specify):___


	
	
	
	


16. What has your institution done to build its capacity in trade research? (please select more than one answer when applicable)
a. Short-term training

b. Participation in regional and international conferences

c. Coaching and mentoring of junior researchers by a senior trade researcher

d. Encouragement to pursue an advanced degree

e. Research exchange programme or fellowships

f. Joined a specialized trade research and training network

g. Other (please specify):___

17. From which agencies has your institution received assistance to develop its capacity in trade research, if any? (please select as many as applicable)
a. International development agencies
b. Government

c. Bilateral development agencies
d. Foreign research institutes/centers

e. Academia



f. Other (please specify):___

18. To what extent would the following activities help your institution develop its capacity in delivering policy-relevant trade research? (please indicate your choice with an X in one of the 5 categories for each of the proposed activities)
	
	Not  -------Somewhat-------  Most helpful         helpful            helpful

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	a. 2 to 10-day training workshops on focused issues/methods
	
	
	
	
	

	b. 3 to 6 month trade policy courses
	
	
	
	
	

	c. Access to technical advisor or/and trade expert
	
	
	
	
	

	d. Regional team (multi-institutions) research projects
	
	
	
	
	

	e. Regional consultative meetings for trade researchers and policy makers
	
	
	
	
	

	f. Online access to literature reviews, surveys, and working papers on key trade issues
	
	
	
	
	

	g. Research exchange programme
	
	
	
	
	

	h. Research fellowships
	
	
	
	
	

	i. Other (please specify):
	
	
	
	
	


19. Please identify your most urgent/important capacity building needs for trade research? (please be as specific as possible)

20. Please provide comments on the preferred means/ solutions to address those needs? (please be as specific as possible)

SECTION 3: General Information

21. Your institution is best described as: 

a. Independent profit-making institute/centre
b. Independent non-profit institute/centre

c. Governmental institute/centre


d. University-affiliated institute/centre

e. Academic institution/department

f. Other (please specify): ___

22. Your main sources of funding  are (please rank the 3 main sources in order of importance, 1 being the most important)
Rank

a. National Government





___

b. Bilateral donors / development agencies 


___

c. Private Foundations / NGOs




___

d. Research contracts / grants and consulting services

___

e. Sales of publications 





___

f. Training fees / tuition fees




___

g. Other (please specify):___




___

23. What kind of services does your institution offer? (please select more than one answer when applicable)
a. Research



b. Consulting services

c. Training
/Workshops


d. Technical assistance

e. Organizing conferences

f. Other (please specify): ___

24. What is the total number of employees in your institution (in full-time equivalent)? 
Approximately ____ full-time equivalent employees
25. Please list the three main areas of research of your institution:

a.____________________
b.____________________


c.____________________
26. Would you like to receive a summary of the results?

a. Yes


b. No

27. Contact details:

Full name of institution: ___

Mailing Address: 

City: ___  


Country: ___

Phone: ___

Fax : ___
Website: ______

Contact Person: ________
Email:_______




THANK YOU.
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