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Roles of Natural Resources in Supporting
Rural Livelihood
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Government’s Policy:

® RGC considers management of fish and
forest resources as a major pillar directly
contributing to poverty reduction,

e MoP (2005) indicated that if degradation
of resources in Cambodia can be halted,

overall targets of poverty reduction will be
achieved easily.
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Degradation of Natural Resources:
Fishery and Forestry
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e Based on CDRI’s study, declines in fishing
resources were common and consistent in
all surveyed fishing villages (CDRI, 2007).

® Inland fish stock accessible to small
fishers is declining recently (UNDP, 2007).
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® [orest resources have been declined
gradually since 1970 (FA, 2004).
indEstusip ® About 2.6 millions ha (around 81,000

ha/year) of forest area has been lost
[y between 1970-2002 (CMDGs, 2003).

tarea o Currently, it is believed that natural forests
remain under serious threats from illegal
logging and land grabbing and conversion.

Non-forest area
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Current Major Causes of Natural
Resource Degradation
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Recommendations and a Way Forward
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Improving the management of
community fisheries,

Improving the management and
expanding area under
community forestry,

Strengthening forest protection
and promoting conservation,

Review agreement under
existing ECL and terminate
those violated to the agreement,

Paying more caution when
promoting ELC, taking into
account benefit to local people
and cost of resource damages,

Law enforcement and action
against illegal fishing, logging,
and land grabbing.
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