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The World Bank’s 2006 

Cambodia Poverty Assessment 

(PA), launched in February 2006, 

shows that Cambodia has made 

the same time, however, the 

assessment shows that the urban-

rural divide is widening, along 

highest in remote rural areas with 

limited access to roads, markets 

in rural areas, the PA argues for 

engine of economic growth with a 
1

of its Rectangular Strategy and 2006–10 National Strategic 

2

According to CDRI research, the rural poor are increasingly dependent on access to natural 
resources in order to maintain their livelihoods.

On the related challenge of natural resource management, 

The World Bank’s 2006 Cambodia Poverty 

Assessment: A CDRI Response
CDRI elaborates on some of the key components of the PA’s analysis and policy 
recommendations concerning agricultural development and natural resource 

management.*
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made at the launch of the World Bank’s 2006 Cambodia 
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Agriculture

on the degree to which the government, its international 

effective water management, (3) removing barriers to 

available and (5) establishing better extension services 

of land titling in the rural sector suggests that because 

targeting aimed at areas with higher concentrations of 

of social contract, is also a function of good governance, 

in which the rights of titles holders are enforced neutrally 

needed to strengthen water management through more 

decisions must be made in the near future concerning 

made with own resources, while much of the remainder 

Poverty study (MOPS) has shown that a large number of 

More accessible and effective agricultural extension 

services are also critical, because many farmers lack the 
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Natural Resources and the Environment

in the livelihood strategies of many rural Cambodian 

source is higher than those households that are mainly 

Qualitative research from the PPA also clearly shows 

and management of natural resources, at all levels, are 

Fishery Sector

Millions of Cambodians are fully 

their source of income and food 

vulnerable of all because they are 

many of the communities’ 

households have not been included in the community 

neighbours on the condition that they sell their catch to 

farmers who sometimes rely on credit from traders or 

Forestry Sector 

urban households still mainly use wood as cooking 

Table 2: Local perceptions of trends in availability of selected products 

from CPR between 1998 and 2004/05 (in per cent)

CPR Dramatically Slightly

increased

Same Slightly

decreased

Dramatically

decreased

Firewood 0 1 22 26 51

Timber 0 1 4 9 86

Fish 0 1 1 15 83

Bamboo/

cane

0 0 19 23 58

Fruits/

vegetables

1 9 27 33 30

Wild

animals

0 0 2 9 89

Resin 0 1 2 19 78

Table 1: Poverty indicators by main income source

Main income source

share (%)

Poverty rate 

(%)

Wage income

CPR

Others

TOTAL

Source: 2004/05 data from 1005 household interviews in 
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routinely use forest resources as a last resort for food and 

At the moment, local forest management seems fairly 

effective management and governance that involve local 

Capacity Building and a Local Partnership for 

Poverty Monitoring, Evaluation and Research 

There needs to be an urgent rethink of this by the 

government and non-government, work together in an 

have a demonstrated ability and commitment to transfer 

Broad Objectives and Products

inter-related roles:

and sectoral benchmarks of Cambodia’s millennium 

management, governance and D&D reforms, health 

research institutions, it could be the vehicle for the long-

to ensure access to reliable socio-economic data and 

Roles and Processes 

Statistics Master Plan (SMP) and the 2004 Cambodia 

here, however, the PA concludes that if these roles are to 

and NSDP monitoring, evaluation and research have been 

ongoing collection and assessment of statistical data, which 
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number of villages or neighbourhoods in rural and urban 

would be locally designed in concert with the monitoring 

other institutions on the design, conduct and analysis of 

indicators would be a fundamental threshold for this 

Another issue that should be addressed in designing 

Management and Resources 

of Planning and related government agencies, including 

Basic Principles for Design and Implementation

Endnotes

Poverty Study (MOPS), with the World Bank, and the 


